[Amiodarone-induced immune complex cutaneous vasculitis].
A wide variety of drugs can cause cutaneous vasculitis. Herein we report a case of immune complex vasculitis induced by amiodarone. A 57-year-old patient reported a recent history of pruritus associated with large erythematous, inflammatory, necrotic plaques localized on the lower limbs and back. These cutaneous lesions had appeared less than 2 months after initiation of amiodarone for supra-ventricular arrhythmia. Histological and direct immunofluorescence examinations of a skin biopsy sample revealed vasculitis with the presence of IgM and C3 immune complexes in vessels. The remaining laboratory tests were unremarkable (in particular, cryoglobulin and autoantibody tests were negative). The patient himself attributed his symptoms to the recent administration of amiodarone and spontaneously stopped the drug without medical advice. No other therapy was prescribed. Following drug withdrawal, the lesions that had been present for more than 4 months completely disappeared. No recurrence occurred after follow-up of over 6 months. The diagnosis of amiodarone-induced vasculitis was retained. Fewer than 10 cases of amiodarone-induced vasculitis have been reported in the medical literature. It is not known whether this entity is rare, under-diagnosed or under-reported.